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EPA Question  
And Answer  


Question – EPA recently released a 
notice suggesting residents only cut 
and gather firewood from outside the 
Libby Valley (otherwise known as the 
Kootenai Valley).  How is EPA  
defining the Kootenai Valley in  
regards to cutting and gathering  
firewood? 
 
Answer – Based on sampling  
performed on tree bark and forest 
ground covering as far as 8 miles from 
the mine site that showed detections of 
Libby Amphibole asbestos (LA), EPA 
is suggesting that residents only cut 
and gather firewood from outside the 
Libby Valley.  EPA defines the Libby 
Valley for purposes of cutting and 
gathering firewood as any area within 
8 miles from the mine site and areas 
within the current National Priorities 
List boundary as shown on EPA’s 
Libby Superfund website at 
www.epa.gov/libby.  A map of the 
boundary is also available at the EPA 
Information Office in Libby located at 
108 E. 9th Street, Libby, MT. 






